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EXACT AND AUTHENTIC 


N AR R A T 1 V E 


M. BLANGHAR D's 
THIRD AERIAL VOYAGE, 


FROM ROUEN ix NORMANDY, 
On the 18th of Joly, 1784. | 


ACCOMPANIED »y M. BOBY; 


IN WHICH 
THEY TRAVERSED A SPACE OF FORTY-FIVE 3 
IN TWO HOURS AND A QUARTER, 


FNCLUSIVE OF THE TIME, EMPLOYED 
IN RAISING any DLTARINENG THE MACHINE iN THE AIR, 


10 — "ax ADDED. 


FOUR CER T Kg I © ATES, 


., TESTIFYING 


THE TRUTH OF THE RELATION, 
AND SIGNED BY SEVERAL RESPECTABLE CHARACTERS: 


TrAxSLATED from the FRENCH of M. BLANCHARD. 


— or ro runes 


Aereor ended 4 n, volatus. 
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"ERE it neceſſary to offer any apology for ſubmitting the 
following Tranſlation to the eyes of the public, many cir- 
cumſtances might be urged in its favour. The important Diſcovery 
of Aeroſtation, its rapid and unexampled progreſs, the numberlefs 
improvements it has already received in an almoſt infant ſtate, and the 
great and well founded probability that by als uu proſecution of 
the ſubject, mankind may be ultimately -benefited, are ſufficient 
inducements to the Tranſlator for preſuming to engage in the taſk. 
For this, therefore, he conceives he need not apologize, but- for the 
execution, he is conſcious ſome indulgence will be neceſſary. 
He has only aimed to give the juſt ſenſe of his Author in the ſim- 
ple ſtile of Narrative, without perhaps being ſufficiently atten- 
tive to correct the Galliciſms which may be found to prevail, or 
to adapt the language to the Engliſh idiom. Other oceupations, and 
an impatience. to complete the undertaking, an him from 
giving little elſe than a literal Tranſlation. 
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Ik it ſhould be aſked why this particular voyage was ſelected, when 
many others, replete with "ingenious facts and obſervations, might 
have been choſen? it will be anſwered, that no Account hitherto 
publiſhed contains ſo much information relative to the direction of 
Aeroſtatic Machines, the great de/ideratum of the Art, and the eaſy 
management of aſcent and deſcenſion, added to this an acquaintance 
with the adventurous traveller, and a thorough confidence in his 
veracity, were powerful incentives to the choice. 


Happy was it for the Art, that M. BLANCHARD had for ſeveral 
years been directing his attention, with a zeal and conſtancy which 
nothing could repreſs, to the means of raiſing himſelf in the air by 
mechanical powers, He had invented, with great ſkill and addreſs, 
a variety of plans, deſtined to the accompliſhment of his purpoſe; 
and every one was aſtoniſhed at the lightneſs and preciſion with 
which he had conſtrued the wings, or rather the oars of his 
machines, with this they poſſeſſed alſo a ſufficient degree of ſolidity; 
nor was it difficult for one perſon to move four of them, with- 
out intermiſſion, and in ſtriking the air to produce every ſeuſible 
effect upon that fluid. 


vet, notwithſtanding all his induſtry, and the moſt ſtudious pre- 


cautions, it was acknowledged that the weight of a man, and that 


of a veſſel neceſſary to ſupport him in the air, would require wings of 
ſo great an extent, as to render the uſe and management of them im- 
practicable. Theſe obſtacles, ſufficient indeed to difcourage a lefs 
ardent Philoſopher, did not at all diminiſh M. BLAxczard's zeal ; 

. : . he 


\F-"F. 


he never ceaſed to purſue his object, and although he underwent a 


ſeries of the greateſt difficultes and diſappointments, during ſix years, 
yet the deſire of elevating himſelf in the air, was never ſuppreſſed. 


Though his hopes were very far from being realized, yet were 
they not deſtroyed, when the diſcovery of MM. pz MoNTGOLFIER 
happily preſented the moſt flattering proſpect to his views; he ſoon 
perceived its utility, and haſtened to announce to the public, that he 
intended to take advantage of it, and that no long time ſhould elapſe, 
before he would attempt to direct his courſe in the air, His pro- 
je&t was, however, a little retarded ; till at length on the 5th of 
February, 1784, the Public were finally informed, - that nothing 
could any longer delzy his engagement, as the Globe by which he was 
to be ſupported was nearly finiſhed, In fact, the Experiment took . 
place, in the preſence of an immenſe concourſe of Spectators, on the 
2d of March, 1784, in the amp de Mars, and M. BLANchA RBD 
was ſeen to depart alone, with unparalelled int repidity, to raiſe him - 
ſelf above the clouds, to follow the direction of the different currents 
and to run through the ſolitary pat hs of air at a height which no 
mortal had yet attained (*). Here it was that in ſilence and in ſoli- 
rude, far remote from all human aſſiſtance, and ſeparated as it were 
from nature, he might, without proper precautions, have wandered 
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1 ) 
for a conſiderable length of time, in a route as terrifying as uncer- 
tain, —have become the ſport of the winds, have ſuffered the action 
of a freezing cold, have been ſuffocated by the rarified 'air,—or, 
have been compelled to paſs the night in a ſituation the more ter- 
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] rible, as it was environed with every danger. 
4% Very fortunately M. BLANCHARD was not long expoſed, to the un- 
0 certainty of his fate. His Globe being at that' time permeable to the Gas, 

allowed it to eſcape, much of it was alſo diſſipated by the Valve and ap- 

. = pendent tube, and he deſcended gently, one hour and a quarter after 

| S 5 | | his departure, in the little plain of BiLLaxcovkr, at a ſhort diſtance 

1 from Seve (*). | 
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It is not at all ſurpriſing that ſo little credit is given by the 
| people of this country in general, to the ſucceſsful Accounts of 
1 Aerial Voyages, which have been received from the Continent; 


| g 5 but, that any part of a body of men, who boaſt of philoſophic titles, 
| ; 3 and whoſe only end ſhould be to cheriſh the ſeedlings of Science, 
'F and rear them to perfection, ſhould prime facie, and without an 
1 | atom of ſolid reaſoning, attempt to ſuppreſs, or at leaſt to damp, ſo f 
| : laudable a purſuit, is almoſt beyond a poſſibility of belief. Yet, fuch is 


the 
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(*)For the preceding etch of M. BLANCKARD's firſt Voyage, the Tranſlator is indebied 
| to his ingenious friend M;FAvjas Dt Saint Ford, who has collected all the Voyages 
and Obſervations relative to Aeroſtation. Two Volumes of this Work are already pub- 
ned, and a third will appeat vety thortly. ' They are etycidated Ern 
mne manner, and well deſerve the notice of „ 
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the fact; the Art of Aeroſtation was determined by them, as not likely 
to produce any advantages to mankind.—But let them reflect on the 
very rapid advances which. have been already made in this Art; let 
them ſurvey the daily improvements, and then decide whether it is 


not at leaſt probable that it may lead to ſome uſeful purpoſes. The 


want of ſucceſs which has attended ſome of the Experiments in this 


country, has alſo.contributed not a little to keep up the incredulity 


of the vulgar, who are now induced to believe, that all the Accounts 
of Acrial Voyages were. the fabrications of inventive impoſition.—Let 
them enjoy their ſcepticiſm, they will need nothing but ocular con- 
viction; their errors will therefore be ſoon removed. 


The more enlightened part of the world begin now to be convinced 
of the eaſy practicability of the Art in a great degree, and many of 


thoſe even, who in its origin were Infidels, are now become Pro- 
ſelytes. 


— 


It will not, however, be impertinent to remind them, that although 75 
it behoves a Philoſopher not to receive any thing upon ſimple aſſer- 
tion without inveſtigation, yet it is more injurious to the progreſs of 

Science, to attempt to cramp its paths, by a haſty and irrational de- 


ciſion.— Let them treaſure up the following aphoriſm, and remember 
that it is the philoſophic language of the prophetic VERULAM.— 


A 


« But the greateſt obſtacle of all to the progreſs of the Sciences 
i and the undertaking of new taſks and provinces in them, lies in 


< the deſpair of mankind, and the ſuppoſition of impoſlibility. For 
« prudent and exact men, generally diſtruſt ſuch kind of attempts, 
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viii) 
© upon conſidering with themſelves the obſcurity of nature, the 
« ſhortneſs of life, the fallacy of the ſenſes, the weakneſs of the 
ce judgment, the difficulties of experimenting, &c. whence they 
conceive that there are certain ebbings and flowings of the Sciences, 
through all the revolutions of times and ages; ſo as one while to 
increaſe and flouriſh, and another to decline and lie neglected ; 
and when arrived to one certain ſtate and degree, to become in- 
capable of riſing higher. Therefore, if any man ſhould hope or 
undertake for the contrary, they think it the ſign of a weak and 


unripened judgment, and that ſuch attempts begin with pleaſure, 
proceed with difficulty, and end in confuſion (*).“ 
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- (*) See Bacon's Novum Organum, Aphor. xci. and xcii. 


AN EXACT 
N A R R A T1 VE 
M. BLANCHARD's OBSERVATIONS 


DURING HIS 


THIRD AERIAL VOYAGE, 


On the 18th of JuLy, 1784. 


TOOK my departure, from the old Barracks of Rouen, with 


M. Bor, at a quarter paſt five in the Evening, having, beſides 
our own weight, about two hundred and ten pounds of Ballaſt. —- 


While we were aſcending vertically in a majeſtic manner, we conti- . 


nually ſaluted the Spectators with our flags. The Barometer fell 
four Inches and fis lines in ſeven minutes, the Thermometer eighteen 
Degrees, in the ſame ſpace of time. The Compaſs, convinced us that 
we were in the North-Eaſt quarter. We felt at this time a light 
breeze, which would have carried us forward, without effecting 
our intention of making ſome evolutions over the City, and of riſing 
and deſcending at pleaſure, as I had engaged to do; and would, 
in fine, have prevented me from gratifying my native Province, over 
which 1 was then hovering, and which was attentively examining 
my manœuvres. 1 therefore ſtruggled againſt the wind, in preſent- 
ing to it the convexity of my wings, agitating them with great 
force. This ehabled me to turn to the Welt ; 1 then ſhifted 
wy ing inverſely, and found with pleaſure chat we had eſeaped 

B this 


Fan min 


(2 ) 

this eurrent, which would ſoon have driven us from the ſight of our 
Spectators, whoſe plaudits, and ejaculations, we could ſtill hear very 
diſtinctly. The force of aſcenſion was conſtantly taking place, but 
on ſtriking the air to reſiſt that power, we became, for an inſtant, 
ſtationary, During this period, I enquired of M. Bog, who was 
contemplating the Earth with admiration, whether he could diſtinguiſh 
the mountain of Sr. Catharine ® He looked for it without effect, and 
confeſſed ingenuouſly that he was out of his latitude, the ſurface 
of the Earth having no other appearance to him than a ſuperb plain. 
Having converſed together, for a ſhort time, on the grandeur of the 
ſcene, I endeavoured to deſcend, and ſucceeded ſo well, that the peo- 
ple imagined-we were falling. The Barometer roſe conſiderably.— _ 
Imagining we heard exclamations of terror, we determined not to 
ſuffer the Spectators to be under any further apprehenſion for our 
fate; we reaſcended very quickly, by throwing out ſome Ballaſt, and 


working with the wings. If it had not been my intention to mount 


very high, we could have reaſcended without either of thoſe expe- 
dients, ſince we had effected our deſcent by the aid of our wings 
alone. We aſcended very conſiderably, for the Barometer at thirty- 
two minutes paſt five, had fallen to 21 Inches. We now found our—- 


ſelves becalmed, and for four minutes uſed no means of extrication. 
Having attentively ſurveyed the vaſt expanſe, and contewplated the 
beauty of. the, clouds, which rolled over cach other, under our feet, 
like a tempeſtuous ſea, we congratulated ourſelyes on the occaſion, 
and expreſſed an, ardent, deſire to traverſe their extent, which could 
only, be effected by agitating our wings, it being prudent to reſerve 
the, Ballaſt + till we had got out of this calm, where we experienced 
frnfoi9% delightful beyond deſer? er 
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I drew a paper from my pocket which had been, thrown. into my 
Veſſel at our departurę. We thought it was a Song, and endeavoured. 
by turns, to, find a tune for it, hut ſoon diſcovered it to be ſome: 
excellent Verſes. Having, read them over, we conceived it was time 
to determine dur courſe. 1 aſked, M. Bop, to which quarter he 
wiſhed, to turn ?. He replied $9, the North. 1 immediately; agitated 
one wing only, by veering it round pretty nearly to the 45th Degree, 
and we turned northward. My Companion expreſſing a deſire to be 
tranſported to the clouds, I acted forcibly. with my four wings, and we 
aſcended. The Barometer fell to twenty Inches, and the Thermometer 
to nine Degrees: It was now 36 minutes paſt five, Juſt at this 
time a contrary breeze ſprang, up, and I was obliged to abandon my. 
northern courſe ;, according to the Compaſs, we took a North-Eaſt 
track, and this part of our voyage we ran through with great velocity. 
M. Bozsy imagined we were ſtationary all this time, and, conceiving 
that his ſtrength would expedite our progreſs, he offered to quit his 
Barometer and aſſiſt me in rowing. . I deſired him, however, to take 
care of his Inlrumeats, and to aſſure, himſelf that we were going at 
a great e; as there was no fixed point in the, immenſe void in 
which we then were, it was not poſſible to convince. him of the 
celerity/of our courſe, but that he ſhould preſently be ſenſible of it. 
then turned back my wings, and ſtruck the air in a contrary direc- 
tion; the power of aſcenſion. yielded to this effort, and we deſcend. 
ed conſiderably. It was now 6 minutes after ſix; — the, Barometer 
roſe to twenty-five Inches and two lines, At this height we could 
eaſily; diſtinguiſh the country. My, Companion, who, had till then 
been, doubtful of our; progreſs, was, delighted to ſee. the Earth fly, 
as it Mere, from under our feet. id agi 2/366 #11t init 30g 
nens | B 2 12 We 
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wie were then near the town of Samm- Sem and although this was 
not exactly our route, we agreed to hover over it, as we heard the 
Inhabitants calling us towards them. We were in one minute near 
enough to ſee the houſes very plainly; but not to- diſtinguiſh the 
people. wor faluted them with out flags, and throwing out a portion 
of Ballaft, aſcended Ne e and nn our route North-Eaſts 
In reaſcending, we thought we diſetined a town at a diſtance, and 
indeed” we were not miſtaken. M. Bozy was better | acquainted 
with this part of the country, and from the ſtate of the Compaſs, 
which 1 defired him to obſerve, he ſuppoſed it to be Neuchatel. 
6c have, fid he, ſome friends in that Town, and ſhould be very 
« "happy to pay my compliments to them en paſſunt, if it is 
. agreeable to you.” I told him, it was quite as practicable as what 
we had juſt effected, and would not interrupt our courſe, as we 
muſt have paſſed 'over it, but that we would at preſent ' aſcend as 
high as we were able. Thad a particular reaſon for this, which 
I was deſirous, for a moment, to conceal from my Companion. Tt was 
my wiſh indeed, to endeavour to get fight of the ſca. When we 
had attained a height in which the Barometer marked twenty Inches 
and ſix Lines, we felt a ſupportable degree of cold. Ns eons 
denſation was now taking place, the Balloon collapſed à little; and 
in proportion as the Barometer roſe again, we threw out a pro- 
portional quantity of Ballaſt. We "Pe on wt eddy the ſame ant 
for about ſi minutes. 
he ralefled air gave MiBoty- an appetite He en I fol- 
well his example. He afked for ſomething to drink, but did 
not reliſh the firſt bottle I gave him. Ie chofe another, and we 
AP $ £1 7 drank 
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drank to the health of the city of Rouen, the Earth in general, 
and his friends, at Neufchatel in particular, among whom we were 
about to deſcend. | | ( 

It was now twelve minutes paſt ſix; the Barometer had riſen 
to twenty-two Inches and four lines; the Thermometer to twelve 
Degrees. I took the rejected bottle, and threw it away uncorked : 
We followed it with our eyes as far as we were able, and obſerved 
it falling with ſuch violence that the liquor eſcaped like a copious 
ſmoke from the tunnel of a chimney. The wine ſeemed in ebullition, 
and exhaling in the form of vapour; at length it diſappeared. We 
continued to aſcend, and the Barometer fell to twenty-one Inches 
and ſix lines. We were {till going North-Eaſt-ward, when I ima- 
gined we were approaching the town. I employed myſelf in our 
intended deſcent, and fſollicited my adventurous Companion to lay 
aſide his Inſtruments that he might aſſiſt me to deſcend by means of 


our wings. He took his ſtation on the left ſide, and we both rowed 


forcibly for three minutes. We deſcended with facility near the 


Town of Neufthatel, and by a quick and fucceſlve motion of the 
wings, attained a power of hovering over it. We faluted the 
Inhabitants, who made the air reſound with my name. It was now 
fifteen minutes paſt fix. Having paid this viſit, we again raiſed our- 
felves by means of the wings; our departure ſeemed to throw the 
Spectators into an alarm, and we could diſtincily hear their voices, 
which ſeemed to recall us. We then aſcended to a great height, 
the Barometer fell to twenty Inches, and the Thermometer to nine 
Degrees, it was now twenty minutes paſt ſix. 


we travelled at this height for ſix minutes, and in this laſt 


elevation we turned to the North North-Weſt. After paſling 
. through a very light cloud, perceived the fea before me at a 


($1 | diſtai.ce ; 
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Aiſtance; the rays of the ſun rendered it as brilliant as Slaſh, 
I could diſcern a little black paint upon it; but taking no. notice. to 
my fellow traveller, I rowed powerfully to -accelerate our 
courſe. The little point / increaſed ta my ſight, and I. was ſatisfied 
it was a Veſſel. My Companion, who was engaged in examining 
the beauty of the different clouds, told me he heard the murmuring 
of a tempeſt. <* Canit” ſaid he, © be a conteſt betweew the clouds; 
«or ſome effect within the globe? „It is nothing,” faid I. A 
moment after, as I proceeded to lower the Machine, he obſerved 


that the noiſe increaſed; and reſembled the waves of: the ſea. © You 


are not miſtaken,” replied I, „look back, and you will ſee the fineſt 
proſpect imaginable.” He was enchanted at the ſight, and could 
plainly diſtinguiſh the Veſſel. - 4 1 N 
I obſerved to him that it was now time to conſider, whether we 
mould undertake the paſſage? I am perſectly agreeable,“ anſwered 
he with the greateſt firmneſs. I am at your command: you have 
ſeen throughout the voyage, how much confidence I have placed 
« in your manceuvres. I reſign myſelf entirely to your will; your 
& deciſion fhall be mine,” His fortitude greatly ſtrengthned my 
reſolution. We were but two leagues diſtance from the ſea, yet 
before I would determine whether we ſhould. paſs it, I made thoſe 
obſervations, which prudence fuggeſted to me. The Barometer 
convinced me of our conſiderable elevation, the Compaſs promiſed 
a happy paſſage, but the time of day made me fearful that it 
would be a raſh undertaking. I weighed every Cincumſtance, and 
conſidering the matter thoroughly, thought it would be beſt ta 
deſcend; M. Bozy expreſſed himſelf entirely conformable to my wall. 
It was now, for the firſt time, that I opened the Valve, in orden 
to deſcend; ĩt produced all the expected effect. M., BOY. who 
Feen, * Was 


. * 


(6:1 


was examining; the Barometer, obſerved” to me, that we were de- 
ſcending rapidly. I told him, it was neceſſary that we ſhould, as 
we were too near the {ea to hazard a deſcent in an oblique line, which 
might perhaps bring us upon it. I requeſted/ him to de very atten- 
tive to the Barometer, and to inform me hen it ſtood at twenty ſix 
Inches. He gave me notice of it and I threw: out as much Ballaſt as 
J thought neceſfary to bring us in equilibrio. This ſucceeded ſo well, 
that for two minutes we ran over the plains at the ſame height. 
Wie could hear voices from all parts, and perceive a number of the 
country people running from different quarters. I immediately pointed 
out to my fellow traveller the plain on which Iſhould chuſe to deſcend, 
and in effect Irowed with fugh ſucceſs as to alight upon it. I cautioned 


M. Bonx to be careful of his Barometer, and to hold it in equipoiſe, 


leaſt it ſhould break. The Machine ſettled gently on a piece of 
trefoil, and what was the aſtoniſhment of my Companion when he 
perceived 'himfelf reſting lightly on the tops of the leaves! His 
Barometer had nearly fallen from his hands, and looking at me, he 
exclaimed with rapture, Ah ! what a majeſtic deſcent . Obſerving 
a great number of peaſants running towards us, he expreſſed a deſire 
to reaſcend, as it was impoſſible to know their intention. We agaiy 


took our flight and aſcended to near twelve hundred feet. 


My wings alone produced this effect, and with great caſe, fince we 
were in an equilibrium. with the atmoſphere. The weather was 
tolerably calm, and a very flight motion enabled us to aſcend or 
deſcend at pleaſure. 

The outcries of the peaſants invited our return; I manceuvred in 
conſequence, and we accoſted them at about the height of one 
hundred feet. Some were claſping their hands together, others 
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The moſt courageous contemplated us, and exclaimed: Are you Men, 
or Gods *— What are you? Malte yourſelves known !” We replied: 
We are men like you, and here is a proof of it. We took off our 
coats, and threw them down; they feized on them eagerly, and 
began to divide them in pieces. This ſcene afforded us infinite 

988 | amuſement. We then re-aſcended. At length, when we ſuppoſed 
they were convinced, that we were their fellow creatures (by their 
acclamations, and the offers of ſervice which they tendered us) we 
reſolved to deſcend. They ſtretched out their arms towards us; 
joy was depicted in the countenances of ſome, while others ſhed 
tears of rapture. We came lightly down on a piece of corn, the ears 
ofwhich ſupported us; we floated for ſome time in that ſituation, 
and nothing, ſurely, could be more majeſtic than to ſee us glide 
along the ſurface of it. At laſt, we reſted upon the Earth having 

_ | one hundred and ten pounds weight of Ballaſt left in our Veſſel, and 

| i | 55 were inſtantly ſurrounded by a great number of people, whoſe 

N aſtoniſhment was ſo great, as to deprive them of utterance. 

1 Note. The plain of Pui ſſanval, where we deſcended, at thirty 

| 1 minutes paſt ſeven, is fifteen leagues from the place of our de- 

| 

| 

| 


parture (*).“ | 

I obſerved that in the greateſt rapitity of our courſe, a lamp would 

1 | not have been extinguiſhed, and thence T conclude, that fails 
| | adapted to an Acroſtatic Machine would never ſwell. 1a 

_ * ( Signed), BLANCHARD, 

. B O B Y. 


A. 


| mm 


(*) We were only one hour and. three quarters in our dire# courſe.; half an hour being 
| ſpent in hovering over the City of Rauen. 
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Relative to the filling the Balloon, by M. VaLLer, 
one of the Directors of the Manufactury of Acids 


at Javel, near Paris. 
a 3 
E whoſe Names are hereunto ſubfcribed, do certify, and atteſt, 


to all whom it may concern : 'That we were preſent in the 


City of Rouen, and ſaw M. VALLET's proceſs for filling M. BLAx- 


cHARD's Aeroſtatic Machine, for an Experiment which he had an- 
nounced for the 18th of July, which proceſs M. VaLLET began at 
three quarters paſt eleven, and had compleatly finiſhed in our pre- 
fence, and to our ſatisfaction, at a quarter paſt one exactly; at which 
time the Apparatus was entirely diſengaged, and the Balloon in a 
condition to aſcend. In Teſtimony of which we have hereunto ſet 
our Names. Rouen, July 18th, 1784. Two o' Clock. 
( Signed) BLANCHARD. 
DE GAULLE, Ingenieur de la Marine, de 
FAcademie de Rouen, & Correſpondant de 
celle des Sciences de Paris. 
LAEUT. T HIBAU LT. 
F LAN DIN. LIS FEBVRE. 
THIBAUL T, Entrepreneur. 
P. LE VAVASSE UR. 5 
AU MONT, Cure de Hottot-ſur-Dieppe.. 
C HA PELLE. „ 
_  SULMONT, & CHAPEELE le Jeune. 
Aa H | D.- CER Th 
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CER TAIDNGAT RE: HM. 


Of M. BLancnazp's third Aeroſtatic Experiment, in 


company with M. Bosy, drawn up at the time of 


their departure from the old Barracks at Rouen. 


N this day, the 18th of July, 1784, M. BLANchARD made his 
O third Aeroſtat ic Experiment in the court of the Old Bar- 
racks at Rouen. 

The Barometer ſtood at twenty-eight Inches and three Lines; 
REAUMun's T hermometer at twenty Degrees: The air was clear, 
though cloudy, and the wind in the North-Weſt. At fifteen minutes 
paſt five the Balloon was raiſed, with M. IEAN-PIERRE BLANCHARD, 
and M. DoMINIQUE-BERTRAND-JoSEPH Bog, Greier au Parlement 
de Normandie, the Companion of his voyage, in the preſence of a 
very brilliant and numerous Aſſembly. In teſtimony of which this 
Certificate was drawn up the ſame day and hour. 

(Signed) CAMUS vs PON TCARRE, Premier Preſident. 
THIROUX DE CROSNE, Intendant. 
DE BELBEUF, Procureur General. 
DE ira LONDE, Preſident 
\B1GOT, Prefideat, © 
BIGOT px SOMMESNIL, Preſident. 
LE: ROUX v*ESNEV AL, Preſident. 


PI GO U, | | 
LE: COQ vs BEUVILLE; | Conſeillers au 
THOMAS pv FOSSE,, Parlement. 


HE CAM 


( zz } 


HECAMP yz COL POT}, 
L'Abbe DE TA CAU VINIERE, 
-BI-GO T, pz MEL MONT, 
BER TOT dy BOSC/THEROULDE, | parlement. 
MORIN DAU VER. | - 
ASSELIN pr CREVEGCGEUR, 
CHARLES, Subſtitut. 
MARESCOT, procureur · General > la 8 des 
Comptes. 

L'Abbe ps VIENNA T, ancien Conſeiller au Par- 
lement de Paris, & Abbe Commendataire de l' Abbaye 
de Tupernay. 1 1 

HAILLET DE COU RONNE, 1 Lieutenant-Criminel. 

Le Chevalier vx VILLENEU V-E, Lieutenant-Colonel 
du Regiment d'Artois, 

Le Comte ve TERSAC, Major. 

GODEFRO Y, Cure de Ratiéville. 

VALLET & v'ALBAN, tous deux Directeurs de 

la Manufacture des Acides de Javel. 

AUMONT, Cure de Hottot-ſur-Dieppe. | 

LE FEB VRE, Receveur general du Tabac à *** 

PILLOR E. 

Dv NEVILHAR D. | 

LE BRE T ON. 

HELLOT.. 

LE ROSLE. 

PONTUS. 
CHAPELLE. 
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BASSELIN. 
DU BOS0 0 


„ Conceſſionnaire des Mines aux Pyrennces. 


CH APE LL E le jeune. 


RE NAR b. 


TIERCELIN. 
PHILIPP 
FOUQUES. 
LEGRAND. 
SULMONT. 
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CERTFFI'CATE MAR 


Of the Deſcent in the Plain of Puiſſunval. ) 
 ESSIEURS- BLAxchAn D and Bogy deſcended: at thirty mi- 


nutes paſt ſeven, by their watches as well as ours, in 
the Plain of Puiſſanval near Crandcour, at fifteen Leagues diſtance 


from Rouen, having previouſly deſcended, and re- aſcended three 


times, at pleaſure, by means of their wings; for the purpoſe of 
affording to an infinite concourſe of the Inhabitants, (who followed 
them for ſome time) an opportunity of ſceing part of their manceuvres, 
and of removing their aſtoniſhment. - The Inhabitants, on their part, 
being deſirous to return this act of eomplaiſance, teſtified a wiſh, 
which in fact was executed, of bearing them along in their Veſſel, 
from the Plain of Puiſſanval to the reſidence of the Rector; diſtant 
about a quarter of a league, where, having arrived and alighted, they 
were entertained to their ſatisfaction. (*) This Certificate was draw 
up and read to all the Inhabitants, whoſe ſignatures are | annexed, 
as well as to the Rector of the pariſh of Linemare who was 
preſent. | 

0 e FORT IN, Pretre, Cure de la n de Puiffanval. 

abc 'FOVUAS, Cure de Linemare. | | 

LUVEREST, Syndic de la paroifſe de Puiſſanval. 
 "'DESHAYES CHARLES SRUNARD. 
DE RE MONT, Syndie de Frenoy. | 
Sou. F. BAUVRIN. | DOE 


_ 2 
1 | — Y 


(*) It may * obſerved, that = Travellers, were 2 8 by the Inhabitants, 
that it was impoſſible to repel them, except by chreatening to aſcend again into 
the air, if they did not curb their enthuſiaſm. N 


E | CER T1- 


K 


CERTIFICATE IV. 


Of what paſſed after leaving the Rector's reſidence 


at Puiſſanval, till their arrival at the Chateau de 
Folny. 


12 BLANCHARD and Bon, after their arrival at the 

Rector's houſe at Puiſſanval, were invited by many of the 
principal Nobility and Gentry in the neighbourhood; among whom 
were M. & Madame la Marquiſe pz Brossarpd ; M. & Madame 


Dvupovet ; Madame »'IMBLEVval; Madame la Comteſſe de Bou- 
ERS & Madame Ds V ALLOURS. 


Having thanked the Rector of Puiſſarval for his civilities, they 
accepted the offers of M. and Madame Dupovet. It was impoſſible 
to reſtrain the Inhabitants from again carrying them in their Veſſel 
from the Rectory at Puiſſanval to the Chateau of M. aud Madame 
Dvupover, and it was agreed among them to ſupport it only on the 
tips of their fingers; which they effected without finding the leaſt 
burthen. Having arrived in this manner at M. Dunovzr's houſe, 
which was about half a league diſtance, they ſupped in company with 
the Marquis px BrossArRD and his Lady, who with permiſſioa of 
M. and Madame Dupouzr, engaged them to fleep at their ſeat at 
Folny, three quarters of a league diftance, which they accepted on 
condition, that Madame la Marquife Dt BrossarD and Madame DE 
Jean. would ſupply their places in the Aerial Carriage. 


( *#$ 1] 


This was agreed to, and they were born along by the Inhabitants 
to the caſtle of Folny, where on their arrival, they deſcended from 
the Car. The Machine was depoſited in the garden, and ballaſted tv 
the amount of ſix hundred weight, which was hardly ſufficient to 
keep it down, owing to a very freſh ſea breeze. 


At ſeven the next morning, M. BLANchARD, ever indefatigable, 
who had been attentive during the night to any accident which might 


happen to the Machine or its apparatus, found the whole in excel- 
lent order (*). 


* 


M. BLAxchanxp then invited the Marquis and Marchioneſs pz 
BRos s ARD, and Madame Dt JEAN, to partake of an experiment he 
propoſed to make under their inſpection. They went into the 
garden, in perfect confidence from the facility with which he roſe 
and deſcended on the preceding evening in the Plain of Puiſſanval. 
The Ladies expreſſed to the Captain of the Aerial Veſſel a deſire of 
aſcending in it. M. BLANcHARD complied with their requeſt, and 
for further precaution, which his knowledge of the Machine ſug- 
geſted to him, he cauſed three cords to be faſtened to the lower 
and leſſer circle of the net, and the Marchioneſs DE BROSSAAD and 
M. BLANCHARD were raiſed to the height of eighty feet. The 
wind blew ſo ſtrong that it was with difficulty they could retain it at 
that diſtance. When they deſcended, M. BLANchann gave up his 
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(% He is much indebted to this for the great pains which M. Sur Mon r had taken 
in preparing the Balloon for the reception of the inflamable air, to render it 
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place to Madame DE Jean, who, as well as her companion, was 
raiſed to the ſame height. The Counteſs DE Boustrs with M. le 
Marquis DE BROSSAR D's child, took the places of theſe Ladies, and 
after them, all the reſt of the Ladies in ſucceſſion, without hewinig 
the leaſt uneaſineſs even in the higheſt elevation; and M. BLAN- 
CHARD confeſſes to their praiſe, that he could have confided in either 
of them as a Companion for another Acrial journey. 


This manceuvre being finiſhed, and M. BLaxcnarpr finding ſuf- 
ficient powers in his Globe for an experiment ſimilar to that which 
he had performed at Roven the 23d of May laſt, prepared to aſcend 
alone in his Veſſel, and to return as near as poſſible to the place from 
whence he had departed the preceeding evening; but he was pre- 
vented by his Companion, M. Bopy, who reminded him of the dif- 
ference between the air at a certain height, and that of our atmoſ- 
phere; and who feared that a current of air, contrary to that which 
ſeemed to favour the views of M. BLAxchanxp, might carry him 
towards the ſea, He was ſo preſſingly ſolicitet by M. Bonn and all 
the Company, to compleat their ſatisfaction by returning to à town, 
where the inhabitants were loud in applauding him; that after many 
intreaties he complied with their requeſt. | 


With the aſſiſtance of the Ladies, they then proceeded: to empty 


the Balloon, to accelerate which, M. BLANchAnD cut away the whole 


of the inferior Pole ; and, notwithſtanding he took this precaution, 


and that the Valve was open, and the Balloon laid on its ſide, yet it- 


Was more than an hour before it was completely exhauſted; from 
whence this concluſion may be drawn, that if a rent of three feet 
ſhould 


1 
_ ſhould be made in the Globe, the loſs of inflamable air would not be 
ſufficient to occaſion a dangerous fall. 


* 


This Certificate was drawn up at the Caſtle of Folny, the 19th of 
July, 1784, and after being read was ſigned by 
M. le Marquis vs BROSSARD. 
La Marquiſe ps BROSSARD. 
Madame la Comteſſe de ROQUIGNY, 
La Comteſſe ps BOUB ERS. 
Madame DEI EAN. 
M. DbupoukEr. 
Madame DUD OUE T. 
Madame pzs VALOU RS. 
Mademoiſelle pz I 18 NE MARRE. 
Mademoiſelle vs C ROUTEILL E. 
Mademoiſelle G I RAR D. | | 
JULIE iz: MARINIER. „ 
Mademoiſelle DU QUE SN OY. 
Madame de MI LLE VILLE. 


M. le Chev. DE BR OSS ARD-S AIN T-] OUEN. 
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